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Abstract:

Morbidity and mortality in Finland based on parish death-cause registers from 1750-1850

Xaviera Torres Joerges & Milton Núñez

For the last three years, we have been developing a database from lists of death causes in burial registers Finnish parishes during 1750-1850. Today the database contains a total of over 1.2 million records from 234 parishes, including, among other things, the name, place, age, cause of death of each individual. This exceptionally early and detailed information on death causes began to be compiled in 1749 throughout the Swedish Kingdom, from which Finland was part at the time.

We have analyzed the main mortality crises and the behaviour and demographic impact of some of the more important and distinct infectious diseases such as acute gastroenteritis, malaria and smallpox. Both mathematical modelling and Geographic Information Systems are being applied to the understanding of the spread patterns of these and other diseases.

The present paper describes the database as well as some of the results obtained so far.
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