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Abstract: Ethics, Technology and Confidential Research Data: The case of the Canadian Century Research Infrastructure Project
Chad Gaffield, University of Ottawa, Canada

This paper explores the changing social, cultural, political and technological contexts within which researchers are addressing questions of ethics and confidentiality in their research projects. The Canadian experience offers a series of complex examples of these questions beginning with the Data Liberation Initiative in the early 1990s and continuing with the Tri-Council Working Group on Ethical Guidelines for Research Involving Humans, the creation of Research Data Centres, the government’s Expert Panel on Historic Census Documents, and the Canadian Century Research Infrastructure project that was begun in 2003. Based on the author’s involvement with these dossiers, the paper focuses on the past fifteen years with a view toward future possibilities both for creators and users of confidential research data. Topics include legal frameworks, academic policies and disciplinary cultures, the changing definitions of privacy and confidentiality, and the financial implications of ethical positions. Special attention will be paid to technological possibilities especially as illustrated by the approach of the Canadian Century Research Infrastructure initiative. 
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